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around the world, people had such re-
spect for John McCain. Traveling with 
him, I witnessed firsthand the weight 
and authority his words carried with 
foreign leaders. This strong global sup-
port reflects the effect he had on this 
world and the legacy he leaves behind. 

Last fall, Senator McCain addressed 
the brigade of midshipmen at the U.S. 
Naval Academy. He said: ‘‘My apprecia-
tion for those lessons and for the 
friendships I made here bring me back 
often. So does my gratitude for the life 
of adventure the Naval Academy pre-
pared me for, and for the privilege of 
being a bit player in the story of Amer-
ica that the Navy made possible.’’ 

John was not just a bit player in our 
Nation’s story. He was a man who 
served our country in war and peace 
with courage and honor. 

This weekend, John will return to 
Annapolis for a final time, but genera-
tions from now, Americans will still be 
inspired by his story, that of a hero 
committed to his nation and willing to 
live a life of service. 

He has carried our Nation’s highest 
ideals through the darkest of times, 
and he remains an enduring example of 
selfless dedication to country. 

I know I join so many of my col-
leagues here in the Senate in sending 
our love and prayers to Cindy and the 
rest of John’s family, who supported 
him every step of the way. 

John McCain will certainly be missed 
here in the U.S. Senate. 

Though he is no longer with us, his 
steadfast commitment to the ideals of 
our Nation will not be forgotten here, 
across the country, or around the 
globe. 

Thank you. 
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CONFIRMATION OF CHARLES 
BARNES GOODWIN 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I would 
like to congratulate Judge Charles 
Goodwin of Oklahoma City on his con-
firmation today as a U.S. district judge 
for the Western District of Oklahoma. 
Judge Goodwin most recently served 
the Western District as a magistrate 
judge, and he has done so admirably 
and faithfully since his appointment in 
2013. 

Judge Goodwin’s service on the Fed-
eral bench, combined with his career as 
a civil litigator before various Federal 
district courts, U.S. circuit courts of 
appeal, the U.S. Supreme Court, and as 
a Federal law clerk provides him with 
the experience, knowledge, and per-
spective necessary to take on his new 
role of Federal district court judge. 

Furthermore, Judge Goodwin has 
been a leader on Federal civil proce-
dure. He served as chair of the Western 
District’s Local Civil Rules Com-
mittee, and, while in private practice, 
he taught seminars and authored arti-
cles on civil procedure for the Okla-
homa Bar Association. Judge Goodwin 
is also active in his community, pro-
viding legal assistance to homeless vet-
erans and volunteering in support of 

the improvement of public education in 
Oklahoma. 

During the process of looking for ca-
pable, well-qualified candidates for the 
Western District, my office heard from 
many people in the Oklahoma legal 
community who worked with Judge 
Goodwin for many years and know him 
best. I think these colleagues and legal 
contemporaries speak better to the 
type of man and judge he is, and I 
would like to share some of their 
thoughts with you. 

Kevin Donelson, current president of 
the Oklahoma Bar Association, wrote, 
‘‘I have personally appeared before 
Magistrate Judge Goodwin on a num-
ber of matters. He has been judicious 
and courteous in all of the matters 
that I have appeared before him. The 
United States of America and the 
Western District of Oklahoma would 
[be] lucky to have Magistrate Judge 
Goodwin be a United States District 
Judge.’’ 

Seventeen former past presidents of 
the Oklahoma Bar Association wrote, 
‘‘Each of us knows Charles in person or 
by reputation and believes that he is 
highly qualified for this position. As a 
lawyer and a judge, Charles has always 
exhibited a high degree of ethical con-
duct, professionalism, competence, 
hard work, and, as a judge, exceptional 
judicial temperament. We are con-
fident he would make an outstanding 
District Judge . . .’’ Mr. Harry Wood, a 
supervisor and then colleague of Judge 
Goodwin’s at Crowe & Dunlevy, wrote, 
‘‘In all my dealings with him, I found 
him to be extremely capable, highly 
dependable, very hard-working, and 
well organized.’’ He went on to say, ‘‘I 
found him given to decency, honesty, 
integrity, even temper and good humor 
. . . I cannot think of anyone that has 
a higher level of character, integrity, 
and judicial temperament.’’ Mr. Daniel 
Webber, a former Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney and U.S. Attorney for the Western 
District, stated that Judge Goodwin as 
a litigator ‘‘had a strong reputation for 
being a diligent but ethical advocate. I 
have never heard his integrity or his 
temperament called into question.’’ 

Finally, I will leave you with some 
words from Chief Judge Joe Heaton of 
the U.S. District Court for the Western 
District of Oklahoma. Judge Heaton 
wrote, ‘‘I have reviewed various indica-
tors of Judge Goodwin’s productivity, 
such as the number of reports and rec-
ommendations generated by him and 
the complexity of the matters assigned 
to him. I believe his productivity to be 
fully comparable with that of the other 
magistrate judges of this court.’’ Fur-
thermore, Judge Heaton states, ‘‘Based 
on his service here and his experience 
as a partner and practicing lawyer with 
one of Oklahoma’s largest law firms, I 
believe Judge Goodwin is plainly quali-
fied to be a U.S. District Judge.’’ 

Based on Judge Goodwin’s experi-
ence, expertise, and stature in the 
Oklahoma legal community, I have 
fully supported his nomination as a 
U.S. district judge for the Western Dis-

trict of Oklahoma and congratulate 
him on his well-deserved confirmation. 
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CONFIRMATION OF LYNN A. 
JOHNSON 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, today 
the Senate confirmed the nomination 
of Lynn Johnson to lead the Adminis-
tration for Children and Families. In 
less chaotic times, she would be run-
ning an office that few people outside 
of Washington would hear much about. 
In the coming months, however, she 
will be responsible for undoing a lot of 
the damage this administration has 
done with respect to separating immi-
grant children from their parents. 

There are a few key matters I want 
to discuss today as this debate closes. 

As the ranking Democrat on the Fi-
nance Committee, I voted against send-
ing Ms. Johnson’s nomination to the 
Senate floor. There were far too many 
unanswered questions and misleading 
statements from the administration re-
garding its family separation policy. 

In the last week, I spoke with Ms. 
Johnson at length about what she 
needs to accomplish if she is con-
firmed. She committed to me that she 
would change how the Administration 
for Children and Families, and particu-
larly the Office of Refugee Resettle-
ment, handle several key policies. I 
want to guarantee that those commit-
ments are laid out on the record. 

First, Ms. Johnson made several 
commitments to improve the treat-
ment of the kids in the custody of the 
Office of Refugee Resettlement or in 
facilities that receive grants from 
ORR. Those changes include prohib-
iting solitary confinement as a punish-
ment or an attempt to change behav-
ior; prohibiting arbitrary restraint 
policies; prohibiting the distribution of 
psychotropic medications or sedatives 
outside of emergency situations; unless 
the agency or facility has the in-
formed, written consent of a parent or 
guardian; prohibiting any security 
measures that are not necessary for 
children’s protection, such as denying 
children access to drinking water or 
preventing them from making private 
phone calls; and guaranteeing the con-
fidentiality of information disclosed by 
children to therapists and counselors 
during treatment. 

Ms. Johnson also committed to en-
suring that separated children can call 
their parents or legal guardians as fre-
quently as they wish. Calls can be mon-
itored if there are documented safety 
concerns, but otherwise, ORR and pri-
vate facilities cannot prevent kids 
from talking to their parents or guard-
ians. If the parent or guardian is in the 
custody of Homeland Security, the 
agencies must establish a way to con-
nect them by phone. 

Finally, Ms. Johnson committed to 
conducting a full review, within 90 
days, of the oversight, staffing, train-
ing, medication, and licensing policies 
for ORR-funded facilities. She will 
issue a report to Congress describing 
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